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to develop within himself some feminine characters, namely,
to become observant both psychologically and erotically.
It is a task he cannot avoid, unless he prefers to go trailing
after woman, in a hopeless boyish fashion, always in danger
of finding himself stowed away in her pocket.
For those in love with masculinity or femininity per $e
the traditional mediaeval marriage suffices—that thoroughly
praiseworthy, practical, and amply-verified institution. The
man of to-day, however, finds it extremely difficult "to return
to it, and in certain cases the way back is simply impossible,
since this sort of marriage can exist only by virtue of the
exclusion of present-day problems. Doubtless there were
many Romans who could close their eyes to the slave-problem
as in the days before Christianity, and thus were able to spend
their days in a more or less pleasant unconsciousness. This
was a possibility for them, because they had no relation
to the present, only to the past. All those for whom marriage
contains no problem are not living in the present. There are
such people, and who can say they are not blessed! But the
man of the present finds modern marriage only too
problematical I recently heard a German scholar exclaim
before an audience of several hundred people: " Our
marriages are sham marriages ! " I marvelled at his courage
and sincerity. Usually we express ourselves indirectly;
we venture perhaps to offer good advice as to what might
be done in order that the ideal shall be in no way impaired.
To modern woman—let men take note of this—the mediaeval
marriage is no longer an ideal. She keeps this doubt and her
resistance secret, it is true ; one woman because she is married
and, therefore, finds it highly inconvenient if the door of the
safe be not hermetically closed; another because she is
unmarried, and too virtuous to make herself quite plainly
conscious of her tendencies. But the newly-won masculinity
both have achieved makes it impossible for these women
to believe in marriage in its traditional form : ' He shall be
thy master/ Masculinity means, to know one's goal, and

